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Sustainable Planning for Mountainous Area Development in Morocco

An Analytical Study of the Master Plan for Mountain Development in the Marrakesh-Safi Region
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Abstract: Moroccan mountainous regions command great importance due to their natural and cultural
diversity, as well as their pivotal role in the country’s spatial structure. However, they are experiencing
accumulated developmental imbalances, as evidenced by the weakness of infrastructure and high levels of
poverty and social vulnerability, in addition to the risks of natural disasters such as earthquakes and
landslides. To address these challenges, there has been a growing need for a sustainable development
approach that takes into account the specificities of mountainous areas and ensures both environmental
balance and spatial equity.

This study is based on a critical analysis of the “Master Plan for Mountain Development in the Marrakech-Safi
Region,” drawing on a systematic documentary review of both quantitative and qualitative data related to the
current state of these mountainous areas, as well as the phases the plan has undergone—starting with the
diagnosis of the situation, moving through the participatory approach, and culminating in the formulation of
strategic intervention axes. This analysis helped identify key strengths, primarily the comprehensiveness of
the vision and the integration of environmental and cultural dimensions, as well as to highlight the main
challenges, notably limited financial resources, fragmented stakeholders, and a lack of meaningful engagement
from the local population in decision-making.

Preliminary findings indicate that sustainable planning can serve as a genuine lever for the development of
mountainous areas, provided that clear institutional coordination mechanisms are put in place, and local
capacities in environmental management and resilient construction are strengthened. Moreover, financial and
legislative incentives should be offered to encourage private investments and open up new prospects for
economic activities that meet the needs of the mountain communities. The study concludes that the success of
this plan depends on institutionalizing monitoring and evaluation, reinforcing participatory governance, and
establishing a developmental vision that strikes a balance between preserving natural resources and
advancing economic and social takeoff in mountainous regions.

Keywords: Sustainable Planning, Development, Mountainous Areas, Master Plan for Mountain Development.
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