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Abstract : The earthquake that struck the High Atlas on September 8th unveiled the reality of vast regions of
our country, clearly revealing the stark spatial disparities between a Morocco experiencing rapid and
successive developmental dynamics, and another Morocco—equally significant—that has remained on the
margins of this progress, despite its own potential and evolving momentum. This situation calls for a new
approach that moves beyond the traditional perspective of exploiting the territorial resources of these areas. It
requires a shift from relying solely on agriculture as the primary development resource to the formulation of a
comprehensive and creative policy that harnesses the diverse territorial components—natural, human,
cultural, and historical—to achieve integrated development that respects local specificities. Such a moment
also calls for pause and reflection—to question the underlying causes and to consider scientific, practical, and
actionable solutions that can bridge the gap and bring these regions closer to the desired development.
In this context, geography stands out as one of the most effective sciences, offering stakeholders the tools to
develop comprehensive and horizontal solutions that allow for a positive investment in the outcomes of
natural disasters. This avoids a superficial, vertical perspective and instead supports a forward-looking
approach based on lessons learned and proactive measures—especially in a mountainous area that represents
21% of Morocco’s territory, plays a fundamental role in its history, constitutes a key part of its culture, and
serves as a vital component of its economy.
It is within this framework that this article seeks to address a fundamental question: What lessons can be
drawn from the High Atlas earthquake, and how can they be utilized to develop an effective development
approach?
Keywords: High Atlas, Earthquake , Development
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